
6th Grade Summer Reading List 2017 

OPEN DURING SCHOOL Day 

Tues., May 9th--Mon., May 15th 

(7:45am-3:15pm) 

 At nights:  

Tues., May 9th       6:00-8:30 

Wed., May 10th     6:30-8:30 

Thur., May 11th     6:00-8:00 

 Mon., May 15th    6:30-8:00 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Students at 6th grade must read any 2 books from the list below. 
**Books may be available on Overdrive.  Download the app on your device.  

 

Historical Fiction 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson  

Click here to watch book trailer for Fever 1793 

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her widowed 

mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and making plans to turn the 

family business into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out. Disease 

sweeps the streets, destroying everything in its path and turning Mattie's world upside down. At 

her feverish mother's insistence, Mattie flees the city with her grandfather. But she soon discovers 

that the sickness is everywhere, and Mattie must learn quickly how to survive in a city turned 

frantic with disease. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLO82ucj1dw


 

 

 

Realistic Historical Fiction 

Fish in a Tree  

Click Here to watch the book trailer of Fish in a Tree 

The author of the beloved One for the Murphys gives readers an emotionally-charged, uplifting novel 

that will speak to anyone who’s ever thought there was something wrong with them because they 

didn’t fit in.“Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it 

will live its life believing it is stupid.”Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every 

time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive 

distractions.  She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest 

teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard 

on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world 

starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that 

great minds don’t always think alike. 

Fantasy 

 

Ruins of Gorlan (Ranger’s Apprentice Series) by John Flanagan  

Click here to watch book trailer of Ruins of Gorlan: Ranger’s Apprentice  

They have always scared him in the past—the Rangers, with their dark  cloaks and shadowy ways.  

The villagers believe the Rangers practice magic that makes them invisible to ordinary people.  

And now 15- year old Will, always small for his age, has been chosen as a Ranger’s apprentice.  

What he doesn’t yet realize is that the Rangers are the protectors of the kingdom.  Highly trained 

in the skills of battle and surveillance, they fight the battles before the battles reach the people.  

And as Will is about learn, there is a large battle brewing.  The exiled Morarath, Lord of the 

Mountains of Rain and Night, is gathering his forces for an attack on the kingdom.  This time he 

will not be denied. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVhWzVsVVIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLULbCxNXew


Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein 

Click here to watch book trailer of Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library 

In this cross between Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and A Night in the Museum, Agatha Award 

winner Chris Grabenstein uses rib-tickling humor to create the perfect tale for his quirky characters. 

 

Kyle Keeley is the class clown and a huge fan of all games—board games, word games, and 

particularly video games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most notorious and creative gamemaker in 

the world, just so happens to be the genius behind the construction of the new town library. Lucky 

Kyle wins a coveted spot as one of twelve kids invited for an overnight sleepover in the library, hosted by Mr. Lemoncello 

and riddled with lots and lots of games. But when morning comes, the doors stay locked. Kyle and the other kids must solve 

every clue and figure out every secret puzzle to find the hidden escape route!  

Classic 

Where the Red Fern Grows   by Wilson Rawls  

Click here to watch book trailer of Where the Red Fern Grows 

Billy, Old Dan and Little Ann -- a Boy and His Two Dogs...A loving threesome, they ranged the dark hills and river 

bottoms of Cherokee country. Old Dan had the brawn, Little Ann had the brains -- and Billy had the will to train 

them to be the finest hunting team in the valley. Glory and victory were coming to them, but sadness waited 

too. And close by was the strange and wonderful power that's only found...An exciting tale of love and 

adventure you'll never forget. 

 

Nonfiction 

Navy Seal Dogs 

Click Here for trailer for Navy Seal Dogs 

The New York Times bestseller Trident K9 Warriors gave readers the first inside look at the SEAL teams' 

elite K9 warriors-who they are, how they are trained, and the extreme missions they undertake to save 

lives. From detecting explosives to eliminating the bad guys, these powerful dogs are also some of the 

smartest and highest skilled working animals on the planet. Mike Ritland's job is to train them. This re-

telling for teens presents the dramatic tale of how Ritland discovered his passion and grew up to become 

the trainer of the nation's most elite military working dogs. After graduating BUD/S training -the toughest 

military training in the world-to become a SEAL, he was on combat deployment in Iraq when he saw a 

military working dog in action and instantly knew he'd found his true calling. Ritland started his own 

company to train and supply working and protection dogs for the U.S. Government, Department of Defense, and other clients. He 

also started the Warrior Dog Foundation to help retired Special Operations dogs live long and happy lives after their service. This is 

the true story of how Mike Ritland grew from a skinny, bullied child, to a member of our nation's most elite SEAL Teams, to the 

trainer of the world's most highly skilled K9 warriors. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7R1Cf28An2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwhGCq8HqLc
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/navy-seal-dogs-my-tale-training-canines-combat-book-trailer/


Action Adventure  

I,Q Independence Hall (series I,Q) by Roland Smith 

Click here to watch book trailer of I,Q Independence Hall  

This was our 1 Book, 1 Campus choice for 2013-14.  Over 800 kids read the book .Thirteen-year-old Quest 

(Q) isn't sure he's ready for a new family. For a long time it's just been him and his mom, Blaze. But 

everything changes when Blaze falls in love with Roger and they start a new rock band called Match. Now 

they're married, have a hit record, and Match is going out on a year-long driving tour across the country. Q, 

along with new stepsister Angela, will take a year off from school and travel with the band. For now, home 

will be a luxury motor coach and homework will be a Web site diary of their travels. Perfect-Q can practice 

his magic tricks and Angela can read her spy novels. What can go wrong? As Q and Angela settle into their 

new life and new relationship as siblings, they start to notice that certain coincidences don't seem 

coincidental. For example, how does a band roadie named Boone find them in the middle of a desert where their coach just 

happens to break down? When they reach Philadelphia, Q and Angela realize this tour is definitely not the trip their parents had 

planned and that the "City of Brotherly Love" is full of mysteries and secrets that could threaten their new life together. 

 

Masterminds by Gordon Korman 

Click here to watch book trailer of Masterminds 

"A terrific page-turner, full of unexpected twists and revelations. Buckle up."—James Patterson.  The first 

book in a new action-packed series from New York Times bestselling author Gordon Korman is perfect for 

young fans of James Patterson and John Grisham.   Eli Frieden lives in the most perfect town in the world: 

Serenity, New Mexico. Honesty and integrity are valued above all else. The thirty kids who live there never 

lie—they know it’s a short leap from that to the awful problems of other, less fortunate places. 

Eli has never left Serenity . . . why would he ever want to? Then one day, he bikes to the edge of the city limits and something so 

crazy and unexpected happens, it changes everything. Eli convinces his friends to help him investigate further, and soon it 

becomes clear that nothing is as it seems in Serenity. The clues mount to reveal a shocking discovery, connecting their ideal crime-

free community to some of the greatest criminal masterminds ever known. The kids realize they can trust no one—least of all their 

own parents. 

 

Sports  

Crossover by Kwame Alexander                 

Click here for a news story about Crossover 

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. 

Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother 

Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, 

that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood 

from Kwame Alexander (He Said, She Said 2013). 

 Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules 

comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5XOF0kkmLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3fP_xdksuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i6JjwS1boq4&list=PLFCYm7uQevysYTeSwlTDyyzsXICwRqbVG


 

Highly Recommended for Advanced Students 

Unbroken Young (The Young Adult Adaption):  An Olympian’s Journey from Airmen to Castaway to Captive 

Click here for book t  railer of Unbroken 

On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean and 

disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the 

ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who 

was struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary 

sagas of the Second World War. 

  

The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. As a boy, he had been a clever delinquent, breaking 

into houses, brawling, and stealing. As a teenager, he had channeled his defiance into running, 

discovering a supreme talent that carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when war came, the 

athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and a drift into the unknown. 

Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, a sinking raft, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, 

and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would respond to desperation with ingenuity, 

suffering with hope and humor, brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would hang on the fraying 

wire of his will. 

  

In this captivating young adult edition of her award-winning #1 New York Times bestseller, Laura Hillenbrand tells the story 

of a man’s breathtaking odyssey and the courage, cunning, and fortitude he found to endure and overcome. Lavishly 

illustrated with more than one hundred photographs and featuring an exclusive interview with Zamperini, Unbroken will 

introduce a new generation to one of history’s most thrilling survival epics. 

 

** All summaries were taken from Amazon.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjfGxiE2UzI

