
8th Grade Summer Reading List 2017 

 OPEN DURING SCHOOL Day 

Tues., May 9th--Mon., May 15th 

(7:45am-3:15pm) 

 At nights:  

Tues., May 9th       6:00-8:30 

Wed., May 10th     6:30-8:30 

Thur., May 11th     6:00-8:00 

 Mon., May 15th    6:30-8:00 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

***Students must choose one book to read on the fiction list and one 

on the nonfiction list*** 

___=Recommended for Honors and Advanced Students 

 

Fiction (select one from fiction section) 

And Then There Were None (Mystery) by Agatha Christie  

 

Click to see Book Trailer of And Then There Were None 

 

The Queen of Mystery has come to Harper Collins! Agatha Christie, the 

acknowledged mistress of suspense—creator of indomitable sleuth Miss 

Marple, meticulous Belgian detective Hercule Poirot, and so many other 

unforgettable characters—brings her entire oeuvre of ingenious whodunits, 

locked room mysteries, and perplexing puzzles to Harper 

Paperbacks…including And Then There Were None, the world’s bestselling 

mystery, in which ten strangers, each with a dark secret, are lured to a 

mansion on an uninhabited island and killed off one by one. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5U_-oPt-_u8


Gone (Dystopian) by Michael Grant  

Click here to see book trailer of Gone 

The first in New York Times bestselling author Michael Grant's breathtaking dystopian, 

sci-fi saga,Gone is a page-turning thriller that invokes the classic The Lord of the 

Flies along with the horror of Stephen King.  In the blink of an eye, everyone disappears. 

Gone. Except for the young.  There are teens, but not one single adult. Just as suddenly, 

there are no phones, no internet, no television. No way to get help. And no way to 

figure out what's happened.  Hunger threatens. Bullies rule. A sinister creature lurks. 

Animals are mutating. And the teens themselves are changing, developing new talents—

unimaginable, dangerous, deadly powers—that grow stronger by the day. It's a 

terrifying new world. Sides are being chosen, a fight is shaping up. Townies against rich 

kids. Bullies against the weak. Powerful against powerless. And time is running out: On 

your birthday, you disappear just like everyone else… 

Million-Dollar Throw by Mike Lupica 

Click here to see book trailer of Million Dollar Throw 

From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of HEAT and TRAVEL TEAM. 

Everyone calls Nate Brodie Brady because he’s a New England quarterback, just like 

his idol, Tom Brady. And now he’s got a chance to win a million dollars by throwing 

one pass through a target at halftime in the Patriot’s Thanksgiving night game.  More 

than anything, Nate’s family needs the money his dad’s been downsized, his mom’s 

working two jobs, and they’re on the verge of losing their house. The worry is more 

weight than a 13-year-old can bear, and it’s affecting his playing for his own football 

team. Suddenly the boy with the golden arm is having trouble completing a pass . . . 

but can he make the one that really counts? 

 

Miss Peregrines Home for Peculiar Children   

Click here to watch the book trailer for Miss Peregrines Home… 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage.  A strange collection of very curious 

photographs.  It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 

Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading 

experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob 

journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling 

ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned 

bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. 

They may have been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island 

for good reason. And somehow—impossible though it seems—they may still be alive.   

A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting vintage photography, Miss Peregrine’s 

Home for Peculiar Children will delight adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an 

adventure in the shadows. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf8B3FM1L8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpPa_I-XbP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEeXbvIycGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEeXbvIycGg


Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

Click here to watch book trailer for Between Shades of Gray 

Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life--until Soviet officers invade 

her home and tear her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a 

crowded train, Lina, her mother, and her young brother make their way to a Siberian 

work camp, where they are forced to fight for their lives. Lina finds solace in her art, 

documenting these events by drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her 

drawings of their location and secretly passes them along, hoping her drawings will make 

their way to her father's prison camp. But will strength, love, and hope be enough for 

Lina and her family to survive? 

 

Tales of Edgar Allan Poe by Edgar Allan Poe 

Click here for book trailer of Tales of Edgar Allan Poe 

The life of American writer Edgar Allan Poe was characterized by a dramatic series of 

successes and failures, breakdowns and recoveries, personal gains and hopes dashed 

through, despite which he created some of the finest literature the world has ever known.  

In Edgar Allan Poe: Complete Tales and Poems fans may indulge in all of Poe's most 

imaginative short-stories, including The Fall of the House of Usher, The Murders in Rue 

Morgue, The Tell-Tale Heart, Ligeia and Ms. In a Bottle. His complete early and 

miscellaneous poetic masterpieces are here also, including The Raven, Ulalume, Annabel 

Lee, Tamerlane, as well as select reviews and narratives. 

 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

Click here to watch the book talk by the author of All the Light We Cannot See 

From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, 

stunningly ambitious instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a 

German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the 

devastation of World War II. 

 

Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he 

works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind 

and her father builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it 

by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and 

father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s 

reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be 

the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5yp_PRSZAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mRvtf0AXLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYBK3Lsx7aI


Nonfiction (select one from nonfiction section below) 

 

Believe: The Victorious Story of Eric LeGrand (Young Readers' Edition) 

Click to see Believe Book Trailer 

Believe is the profoundly moving story of Eric LeGrand, the former defensive tackle for the 

Rutgers University Scarlet Knights football team, who suffered a severe spinal cord injury and was 

left paralyzed by a crushing on-field tackle during a heated game with Army. A remarkable true 

account of a courageous young athlete whose unshakable faith, spirit, positive outlook, and 

rousing motto, “BELIEVE!” would serve as inspiration to legions of fans—and as motivation in his 

own quest to walk again—Eric’s story has received national attention, heavily covered by ESPN 

and Sports Illustrated. It will lift the hearts of every reader, not least of all those who were 

affected by quarterback Tim Tebow’s bestselling memoir, Through My Eyes. 

 

This Star Won’t Go Out by Esther Earl  

Click here to see book trailer for This Star Won’t Go Out 

“This moving read will have you reaching for the tissues and smiling with delight….Stunningly 

alive on the page, Esther shows that sometimes the true meaning of life—helping and loving 

others—can be found even when bravely facing death.” –People Magazine, 4 stars 

 

In full color and illustrated with art and photographs, this is a collection of the journals, fiction, 

letters, and sketches of the late Esther Grace Earl, who passed away in 2010 at the age of 16. 

Essays by family and friends help to tell Esther’s story along with an introduction by award-

winning author John Green who dedicated his #1 bestselling novel The Fault in Our Stars to her. 

 

The Boy in the Boat (Young Reader Adaptation) by Daniel James Brown 

Click here to see book trailer for The Boys in the Boat 

For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Great Depression comes the astonishing 

tale of nine working-class boys from the American West who at the 1936 Olympics showed 

the world what true grit really meant. With rowers who were the sons of loggers, shipyard 

workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew was never expected 

to defeat the elite East Coast teams, yet they did, going on to shock the world by 

challenging the German boat rowing for Adolf Hitler.  

 At the center of the tale is Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, whose 

personal quest captures the spirit of his generation—the generation that would prove in 

the coming years that the Nazis could not prevail over American determination and optimism.  This deeply emotional 

yet easily accessible young readers adaptation of the award-winning #1 New York Times bestseller features never-

before-seen photographs, highly visual back matter, and an exclusive new introduction.. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GT6iAxP9API
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucY1gVwzR3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n58w0BctOvs


 

The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights 

Click here to see book talk of The Port Chicago 50 

An astonishing civil rights story from Newbery Honor winner and National Book Award 

finalist Steve Sheinkin.  On July 17, 1944, a massive explosion rocked the segregated Navy 

base at Port Chicago, California, killing more than 300 sailors who were at the docks, 

critically injuring off-duty men in their bunks, and shattering windows up to a mile away. 

On August 9th, 244 men refused to go back to work until unsafe and unfair conditions at 

the docks were addressed. When the dust settled, fifty were charged with mutiny, facing 

decades in jail and even execution.  

This is a fascinating story of the prejudice that faced black men and women in America's 

armed forces during World War II, and a nuanced look at those who gave their lives in 

service of a country where they lacked the most basic rights. 

 

I Am Malala 

Click here to see the book trailer of I Am Malala 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 

Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She 

was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few 

expected her to survive. I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global 

terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, 

championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents 

who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. 

 

David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the art of Battling Giants by Malcolm Gladwell 

Click here to see book trailer of David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell 

Three thousand years ago on a battlefield in ancient Palestine, a shepherd boy felled a mighty 

warrior with nothing more than a pebble and a sling-and ever since, the names of David and 

Goliath have stood for battles between underdogs and giants. David's victory was improbable 

and miraculous. He shouldn't have won. Or should he?  

In DAVID AND GOLIATH, Malcolm Gladwell challenges how we think about obstacles and 

disadvantages, offering a new interpretation of what it means to be discriminated against, 

suffer from a disability, lose a parent, attend a mediocre school, or endure any number of 

other apparent setbacks.  In the tradition of Gladwell's previous bestsellers-The Tipping 

Point, Blink, Outliers and What the Dog Saw-DAVID AND GOLIATH draws upon history, 

psychology and powerful story-telling to reshape the way we think of the world around us. 

**All summaries taken from Amazon.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8qkAA_Z2h8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l54iRPXtpjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3RGkpVJWKM

